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~ Great Swamp listed -

.

among most polluted

By ROBERT COHEN
”’W Washington Buresy
WASHINGTON—The Interior De-
riment said y that the Great

_Swamp in New Jersey is one of 10 na-
tional wildlife refuges that have chemi-
-cal contamination serious enoughgo re-

quire immediate attention.

The depa in a survey of the

.nation's 431 wildlife refuges, said an

additional 74 refuges have tial en-
vironmental pro.;:w ah‘el require
more monitoring y before any
determination can be reached.

The 10 serious cases, ineluding the
existence of a five-acre asbestos dump

_and two landfills located within the

boundaries of the §,793-acre Great
Swamp Natiogal Wildlife Refuge in
Morris County, have been previously
publicized. _ N

Bweve;—(&ee d said its
report mark irst systematic sa-
um listing of the contamination prob-
lems at the wildlife refuges.

The report said the contaminants
discovered at some of the natjon's
wildlife refuges could have “a
tent, adverse impact™ on refuge habi-
tats, animal populations and human
beaith and safety. .

The report also said that costami-
nants identified at the affected refuges
came from agricultural, industrial and
municipal activities, and included pesti-
cides, PCBs, asbestos, seleninm from
-frrigation drainage and heavy metals
such as mercury.

Authorities some years ;{o found
an asbestos dump at the Great Sw.
that bad been nsed by the Nationy
Gypsum Co., a com that masafac-
tured asbestos shi
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and insulation.
The company,which shat its Mil-
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wilderness area, which encompass

3,200 acres of the refuge.
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say causes

year in the United States.

° said the landfill, used
from the 19548 until 1964, is located in
& wetland that drains through the Great
Swamp and eventually into the Passaic

River that provides drinking water to

communities downstream.
The report said the site has caused
“surface water contamibation.” It also
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to 12,000 cancer cases a .

23055

w 2ol S\"‘ﬂ-‘a °4(o«‘\1..;.‘-\4 Tonees of

{O\W om W\\,DL\‘L l’L{\ l‘.

BaidutheGmtS'amp,tie&br

partment said serious contamination -

exists at the Kesterson Wildlife Refuge

in California where selenium-laden irri-

tion runoff water has killed or de-
ormed many ducks.

The other wildlife refuges requir-
ing immediate attention were Wheeler
in Alabama, Kenai in Alaska, Seal
Beach in California, Jobnston Atoll in
the Pacific Ocean, Crab Orchard in Illi-
pois, Nenigret in' Rhode Island and the
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eavironmeatal integrity of the ref-

It said coordinated action wi
local, state and other federal ageocies-
will be undertaken to remedy the prob-
lems at the 10 serious sites, and (o un-
cover potential problems at the other
74 sites that may be in jeopardy.

William Horn, an assistant secre-

_These practices included beavy
pesticide use, waste dumping
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